. Don Musso,
bmiming and profession, has been
making plugs for quite a few years.
ke mavry of us, Don was prompted fo
hegpin making his own plugs years ago

aumality. Then, too, he is quick to
hpint out there is nothing: like the
of catching a fish on a plug that
made. But that’s where ‘the

fskermen, the job of making good
puality and consistent action plugs. is
bewawd our abilities. There are a few

der plugs like the darter and once
awhite, a guy like Jack [The
Frech comes along wha has
: , skills, and disciplined
e 36 both design and make a wide
ety of piugs that he develops, not
- ghe marketplace,- but for.: the

rEEss

Musso’s purpose too, but before

eds supplied. It was time.to go

iort,
“Tee folfowin,
place at

jmdestion to find out something of the
shilosophy with which Don approa-
ghes his job and to find out how and
the plugs are designed the way.
y are. In the end, after loads of
lgmestions and gracious answers, the
est festimony to the fish catching
ity of the plugs lies in the fact that
gy are in great demand and last fall
piugs were THE thing at
piauk. The plugs are currently in
a fimited number of stores. We'
e had many inquiries about where
could be purchased. They are
at Kronich’s Tackle Store,
Blerrick Marine, Larkfield Sports, Lon
 Whanser, and Santo’s Tackle. Check
ewr ads for addresses.

When did you first start.designing
d making plugs? :

You may find this hard to believe,
o in 1962 | made a plug that looked
4 sweam very much like the Rebel. [t

is an interview that
on’s house where he

ed me to try other designs. |
ed a plug that was buoyant, but

Did you reach a point where you

i Sare! After a little experimentation
L} semficed that the key ingredients
» a bilend of castability and an
wibrating action. The positions
e hook, weights, and wood cuts
e 40 conform 1o this idea.

Comid you explain what you mean?
.. Fake the hooks, for example. On

a master carpenter by

i of rising prices and.inconsis--

arity ends. For the majority of -

who succeed,” especially with-

pose of caiching fish. This was |

Jang the demand for his plugs-
rwed] beyond his ability to keep.

the product. It was' my

pht fish and the success encour-,

h good balance so that it would-

exactly what you wanted out of
et ,

i Creator of Superfs&ike Lures .
Ao Tntonuiewed by Doc Waller

my plugs they are placed so that they
won’t hang up. Now you can’t just set
your hooks any old place; so you have

‘to experiment with .the positions of

the weights so that when you place
the hooks in an-advantageous position
that you don’t lose either action or
casting distance: You strive to strike a
balance of these factors.

Q. All of your plugs are made with
ghrough-wire construction. How
important is the position of the wire?

“A. Very important. The wire must

come out straight. if you are just a

" Don Musso explains how these plugs
will require’ severel ‘more layers of
paint_before they will look. like the
plug in his hands. . S
fraction of an inch either above or
below the correct and planned for
position, the plug’s action is altered
tremendously. These are the kind of

details that most people can’t take the-

time to standardize, yet it is essential

if you want the product to have a- ’ > des,
. metal lips for your swimming pluge

consistent quality. ’

Q. Can you describe the ideal action
you are looking for with your plugs? .
A. | have designed plugs that produce

alot of vibrations. 'm convinced and L

have been for many years, that plugs
should produce a lot of vibration. Fish
-can pick up the vibrations from a good
distance with their lateral line system
and thus a plug that sends off a lot of
_vibrations will_attract more fish and
catch more fish. All plugs put out
some vibrations, but | believe that
many do not put out enough. Thus, it
may be that unless you drag a
“quiet’’ plug. in front of the nose of a
fish he may not know that it’s there.

Q. Well, if you believe that noise is
important, -have you given any

thought to loading your plugs ‘with

BBs

Q. Okay! Weve covered color, woot

A. Yes, when i saw how loaded plu¢
produced at Cape Cod, | decided |
try and do it. Unfortunately; it-is:tc
expensive for me to do it right no
with wood, but when 1 go to plastic,
will be feasible. o L

Q. How about Leo Cooper’s Husk

" Dude? That plug puts out a lot i

wiggle. - s

A. Some plugs do wiggle a-fo
However, | do not simply design
plug with maximum wiggle. Thi
would be easy, but it might not be tt
best thing to do. Again, balance
important. | strive to have a plug thi
wiggles with a two to three inch swin
of the tail. If the swingis less the
this, then 1 think that the action
unnatural and if the swing is-great
than this, then the amount ¢
vibrations that the plugs throws is n
enough. .. o
Q. How important is color?

A Also very important. Color is, ¢

can be, -one of the most importa
factors. Fish may not be able 0 s¢
color, but-they can tell the different
between one color and-the next.

Q. Is color also important at night?
A. A great many times, yes. Look, K
me answer you this way. Last year

‘the Cape, yellow was worthless—ca

you -figure that—with yellow s
popular at Montauk? | know frof
experience that color makes a worldt
difference. : L

Q. How do.you fish colors? ..

A. | always stick with white at tt
start, it is the most consistel
producer. If white doesn’t work, the
{11 first switch to_yellow, then btu
then green, and so on. The percen
ages are better if the fisherman sticl

“with basic colors. However, there &

those times- ... : :
Q. Yes, I’'ve had my share of tho:
times! How about the design of it

A. | started with a variety of lips and
tested each one of them. When
found. one that worked | had - die
made ‘so that every lip would be i
close to identical as possible: .

Q. What about the wood? Is
quality important? :
A. Yes! You have to pick wooc
carefully. | gothrough the wood that
buy and discard all the pieces thi
don’t make tHe grade either becaus
of flaws or other inconsistencies that
don’t like. Some American companie

“have had a lot of trouble when the
- had the plugs made overseas becaus

the wood that was used wasn’'t an
good. If the wood is of differer
density or'quality, both buoyancy an
action change. S




easier to be. exact if these thmgs are k

done before the -plug: -goes on the
la This-was a lot ‘easier to-do
1974 when | started to market
per. Strike’’ fures. This year, I'll
ake six ‘models: the Little Neck
opper (TM); The Rattler (TM):; The
e.Neck Surface Swimmer (TM);
e Torpedo-Surface Swimmer (TM);
e Torpedo Deep Swimmer (TM),
d-The Zig-Zag (registered). All of
ese will be produced in several sizes
d 'in. a-variety of colors. in all, |
ect to.make about 4000 lures this
.- With- this kind of quantity
uced out.of a basement operation,
ve had to develop exact’ productlon
dards in order to make plugs that

have consistent action.
Jo you have any plans to outgrow

: your -basement operatron" :

hings have been moving right on

hedule and | hope to be able to-

move the ‘operation in the future.
Right now, the demand is so great
| can’t take on any more orders
1 don’t ‘want to cut corners in

: er to make and sell -more plugs,
‘because the: quality will suffer.

ould you tell us something about
hape of the plug?

‘Both the front and the back of the-

gs are tapered. This means that
buoyancy is centered and the plug

.wiggle about a pivot point:that is -

ated at the center of the plug. | can
ise a . smaller lip because of  that
esign feature For this reason the

: e-to-side as it wiggles. Less water
push, smaller lip, and greater castmg :

What procedures do you use io
the plug?

gain, 1’m a stickler for detail. |

' eal the plugs-with two coats of

c-sealer and then two coats of &
¢y paint are used. The last coat is -

lear'epoxy. I think that because of all

fugs are very durable. The swinging

0oks are bound to tear up the plugs,

at least it won’t happen immedi-
ely. The plugs are rugged!

-Q.-What kind of hardware da you use?

.l use brass grommets and-stainiess

steel wire. Some manufacturers use

ew -eyes, but | think that the

rough-wire is stronger and. more

liable. Better hardware adds to the

the-plugs and through-wire’

1 swivels makes it harder. for the-.

o get leverage against the plug

ear free. Let’s face it:-a quality.

as to- be ‘expensive - because

re a lot of man-hours and a lot.

h°quality materials that go into

construction. -‘We may have no.

choice about that, but if a guy spends

goo buck, he has a right to expect

e plug will- work “consistently -

d that -

it will stand ‘Up to some

;The plugs are ‘drilled, walghted and epnxlad before they are turmed dow
the lathe. The plugs are suspended fabove) from a rack while the. paint ¢

punishment,

Q. Wood plug making is almost a Iost
art. Why?

AL Because plastic is better. Well, let

me clarify that. Plastic can be better if
the production ‘methods- are top
drawer. There are ‘a number of
advantages: to plastic. Wood: plugs
pick up water and this changes the
action. With plastic, it is easier to be
more consistent and exaet if you. take
the time to try. Wood varies in weight

no matter how careful you are when j then I'll be ready with a high qual'

you select it; while plastic wnll be the
_same all of the time.

Q. If that’s the case, why not switch to
- plastic?
A.l will when | can. As | said, plastic

“is only better when the: manufacturer‘
maintains quality production methods:

and good quallty control Good quallty

ready for this yet.

Don has developed a speclal pamtmg template to achleve the mackerel flnlsh
on his swimming plug. -

moids for making- plastic plugs are;
extremely - expensive . ‘and I'm " not
| don’t want {6
jump headlong: into plastics now and:

-settle for an-inferior quality mo

That would defeat my original abj
tives -and. goals. I’m experimenting
now with plastic because when'| make
the switch, - I’li "have to ma
adjustments in design -and weig

- distribution in_order to achieve th

same-action, since plastic is a -whols
"nother ammal If 1 work on-it now

lure when I'm ready to make the
switch. In the meantime, l I make
them out -of wood. :

Q. It has been very lnterestmg I’ve

-heard these theories before, but you:

have shown us how you make them
work. Thanks. '
A Thank you.




