Interview with

Editor’s Note: Danny Pichney has been
making bass plugs for 30 years. His:
creations are wooden exteénsions of a
thoughtful, imaginative guy who is a
master at his craft and a very successful
student of the science of bass fishing.

Q. How long have you been making your

plugs? .

A. Thirty years.

What got you started? Didn’t you like
what was on the market? :

A. No, | just like to find things | could”

_ catch fish with. Also at the time | started
 you'couldn’t get some of the lures. The
money wasn’t around to buy- the lures. I

_liked to catch fish with things that were -

my own ideas.
What happened then? Did guys see you

_ using them and ask you to make them a'

couple?

A."| made the lures for friends. There

used to be a group that used to fish
" together. if | found a lure that worked, 1
made it for friends. It was never made to
be put on the market. Maybe seven or
eight years ago | started making lures for
people who asked for them. It started out

with a half dozen here, and a half dozen .
there; soon it seemed like | was making.

lures for everybody. |-couldn’t Keep up
with it. Ce ;

Q. Isn’t it now a part-time business for
-.you? R
At was a hobby going into a business. |
would have liked to have gotten some-
one to manufacture them. | would have
liked to became-a designer of-lures
because | have sa many ures ‘that will
never see daylight bécause | can’t make
the lures myself. | am not too interested
in making too many lures now. I'm not
going to get rich with the lures | can
" ‘make. By the time | could really start a
_ business it would be too far gone at my

age.

Q. If you had 'people, approach you,'

would you be interested in turning the -

pusiness over to somebody now? “-
A.- It's not the turning over of the
business, It’s what happens- when they
get the ideas and start making them for
profit instead of quality. Another item is
the price of the -jures. They would
probably go up if a manufacturer got his
hands on them. With my making them,
they re stifl at a reasonable price.

Q. it someone would write to you who
didn’t know you, would you ‘make him
some lures? G e
£. | have a number of people that |{'ve

.t

made lures for even though 1've never
met them. And some people want special
sizes or colors, so'| make them for them,
but | can’t do this on a large scale.

Q. Do you have a waiting time of say six

~months for somebody who wants fures?
"A.f never had that problem because |

never made that many lures. In fact it
was kept a big secret for awhile. Frank
Keating ( Long lsland Press Fishing

" Writer) was trying tq find out for three

years who ‘was making these lures. /
didn“t want o let it out because it would
probably have been too. much for me to
make a_lot of lures. There’s also been
times when people ask for tlures but
Aever come around to pick them up, so
you're stuck with them. But I’'m not
really stuck with them because there’s
always somebody to take them even if |
have to give them away.

Q. Do you give away a lot of lures? _

Ly
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A. Yes, | always give some lures away
especially to kids. It makes me feel good
When | see a kid-wholikes fishing I giv
him a lure in hopes that he takes that a:
a hobby instead of anything bad. Evei
when | sold the lures, | sold them at cost
Q. It’s just been in the last seven year:
that you started to make a littie profit
right? R

A. It started little by little and over th
years |'ve never made that much making
fishing lures. | got a satisfaction ove.
showing people how to use the fures am
especially enjoyed somebody coming
back to me and saying that they caugh
some fish on my ptugs. | then feel. ] 've
accomplished something. 1 never hac
any intention to become a lure manu
facturer. It just so happened that people
asked me to make.  lures for them.
Remember, though, | can only make st
many- lures. - S
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' espec:ally if i get sick. If
-happens to-me-{’ll have to
it p.' However,. Im/ght makeltmto

fa
making rhat many lures: Maybe

etire I~ could make a few

wnth your' name on lt works ,nght”
: whatlhke And if the lurevsn't.

Q..Now | d hke to.get into tips on how to
use your lures. For instance, if someone
wanted to use the deep diver (trolling
plug)in an-inlet or along a beach with a
steep.drop-off, how deep would the plug

“go-down on a normal retrieve?

CAE couidn treally say for sure how deep

,you use different retrieves at
rent times. In- ‘colder water you go.
er AISo I use a siight circular

have_tq really. wallop ,the plug

At n/ght"you wo"rk the fure .
. ~.swims. The Polaris is another one that

to you with the circular:
tip throughout the retrie
the pace . of the Iure

speeds and see whlch (
Q. Do you ever pop that surfl

swimmer like you would a true popp g ’
< plug? - ,

- A. When you cast the st mer

* as soon as ithits the water, g/ve‘ it a pop.

Then retrieve the pluggiving it a pop

1--.every -five or six feet. Don’t go too fast
~with the surface swimmer;. that is . out!
- The ‘calmer water. is- ’m‘e time'. for the

surface plug.”

- Q. Some of the fellows: use the smail.
: ~deep ‘diver in the power plants. at

Northport or at Montville on the Thames
River in Conn. Do you have any tips for
them? -

A With night lures you -need a slow

steady retrleve Use very slow tip

‘rotation. in conjunction with the slower

retrievé. Don't jerk the rod; just use slow
draws of the tip to give the plug a slight
_change of pace. | never retrieve a plug
straight. | always give it some kind of rod
rotation.

Q. What do you recommend using at
night if someone is hshmg a shallow,
rocky beach" Plenty of times, the fish
won’t come up to hit a speedmg popper
at ‘night. Would you swnm a popper m
such-cases?’

A. Thatcan and has been done. very
effect/ve/y as, long "as the part/cu/ar
popper you have. will swim side to side
ona slow retrieve. The Atom.is one that

vwll swim. As soon: as youl ca:

A With the darter you use a

action at times and other t/mes you:
retrieve it nice-and slow with no rod
action.. If .you’re in rip water, ‘you don
have to give it any action. The calmer’ ‘the
water, the more action you have to glve
plug. 5
Q. What about color" Everybody has a

different theory.

Q. To me the best all- around color
white with a'red splash under the fron
hear that bass are supposed to be co
bhnd but | don’t believe it. When. you
change colars ‘and start catching " fish,
there has to be a reason for it. Dark and

lightcolors are imporfant. Sometimes ort

a darker night, darker colars are bet

| After.midnight | used the white ore.

daybreak | switch to light biue or green.

Q. What does the little splash of re
underneath do"

A. ldon’ ttruthfully know but it seems to &
work. o

‘Q. What kind .of leaders do you' k

‘recommend for- your plugs tor - a surf»

fisherman? =
A. A leader is only for saving frsh You o
would take more fish tying directly: to the
lure but it's harder to change. A swivel

“isn't heeded except on a rotating. Iure

You get better action without swivels.

Q. If someone _uses braid for surf
casting, should he tie a piece of mono
directly to the braid, then Ioop the mono
to the lure?

A. Yes. | find bralded line t/ed nght to :

the lure SPOOks the fish.

Q. Do you - favor conventlonal
spinning for your lures? :
A. Yes, you get better feel.over the lure
You know -exactly how - your jure js.
working and can feel fish when they fust:

over

“tap at the plug.
Q. Do you know of anybody that $ ever,;

caught a 60.from the beach: ona Danny s
plug?

A.-No. Surf flshermen don tseem o Iare
too well with big fish.

Q. How about from.a boat" Has anyone’

caught a sixty pounder on a Danny that :
way? . -
A.-Last fall at Montauk one fellow took :
500 pounds in-one_:tide on my.red and
yellow deep diver. One'of these frsh“.
weighed sixty pounds. :

Q. . Is there any reason you Ilke lhe
bucktail on the back ' of your -plugs
instead of the longer saddle hackles? - .
A. No, | prefer feathers myself. | like the
longer tail. On the squids | used to
change the bucktails for feathers.

tails however, are the thing and you hav

to catch fishermen:as well as the fish.
plt-a- lure out pn the market it h 510
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VIKING THERMAL BOOTS « WOOLRICH l:l.ﬂ'l'lll!lﬁ-'ﬂlﬂllll &

77 RUBSER

LIVE EELS!

s.701b. TOP QUALITY

C.C. CROMMETT INC. 111 JerseySt.,W Babylon

GLOVES « UNTROYAL & SERYUS BOOTS & WADERS  DEXTER

KNIVES «GILL NETS «BAIT&DIP NETS ¢ ANCHORS » ROPE OF ALL
ms . COIﬂl'l. CLAM RAKES e EEL POTS<CRAB TRAPS<LOBSTER POTS « MARINE
HARDWARE « BRASSWARE  HIP BOOTS « WADERS

CHAINS » BLOCKS » TUBNBUCKLES
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MARCH SPECIAL!
RUGGED LIGHTWEIGHT FLASHLIGHT

¥o Fisherman Should Be Without One!
Packaged with 2 batteries & extra bulb.

ONLY SEND CHECK OR
87 . 25 rostpasid MONEY ORDER
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back!
{3 Please send new FREE CATALOG.
Discount prices on quality name brand
sport fishing equipment « LAMIGLASS .
* ANDE -» GIBBS . CORDELL *
and much, much more!!!

THE SURF CASTER

113 Maywood Road"
Darien, Ct. 06820 203-866-1289
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EX-LITE *
Mfg USA

When others are

"LIVE BAIT WELL

MADE OF POLYETHYLENE
LIGHTWEIGHT « INDESTR

BUNKER CADDY

Two_ 2-inch. threaded
npenmtgs for inlet and

dia. & 234" high. Two
other sizes ‘available,
Also -battery boxes, fuel
tanks, tackie boxes.:fish
‘oxes, - clam bushels,
Rﬁlmps & accessories.

. other containers—
Send for free brochure
and. price list!

"THE CADDY CO.

57 Bayonne Ave., Central Islip, N.Y. 11722
(516) 234-0144
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INTERVIEW WITH D. PICHNEY
(Contmued from page 19.)

‘have one tail. You can’t: have 100}
different tails. The bucktail is standard ;

Q. How about your Danny plugs: up
against the bunkers in the daytime? A lot
. . of people say they can’t keep up? What
" do-you say? 3
- A. Well, the first thing that catches fish
is bait. Live bait is about the best. But
. dead and chunk bunkers works too. On
the basis though of other lures on the:
market, even the big Pikie, 1 think my
" lures did a terrific job of catching the
bunkers..But the bunkers are the candy,
the ice cream. There’s no getting away .
from it. “You'll however find. lots - of:
fellows up and down' the coast who still.
catch a lot of fish with plugs

Q. If someone came up-to a school of
bunkers and wanted to use your plugs
instead of bait, would the thing to do be
to get the trolling swimmer down under

- the school, rather than sw:m a plug up
on top? :
A. Yes, you want a plug that will go:
under the bunker. The bass: lay under-
the school waiting for one to stray from:

" the school. Bluetish will chase right into
the school. Whatever the blues chop up,
the bass will eat. Members of one club1:
know of fished the deep swimmer in-back’
of the Jones Beach State Channel.  They
wanted a plug that wou/d go underneath
the bunker.

Q. What do you think about bunker
fishing? ‘
A.lt'’s certa/n/y nothing -to learn to -do.
 There’s a few exceptions where you have
to say cut the bait but you don’t have to.
be a bass. fisherman. You can be a fluke
fisherman and.just drift along waiting.for
a pick-up. When:. the bunker fishing
- started 'in New Jersey off Sandy Hook
-you used to see a thousand boats with a
fish .on. the line. You .don't see that
anymore. They really did something on
the big bass. | don’t say somebody
_shouldn’t try, it’s worth an experience.
. Q. It takes much more skill to catch a fish
with a plug than with a bunker.
A. Definitely.

ARE YOU READY?
You aren’t if you
don't read
féa lony Island .
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TACKLE DEALERS!
Savewith CARTER

Fishing Tackle & Sporting Goods
Hummg & Huge Inventory & Prices Are Right!
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Isﬁamd Maring
Taxidermy

207 Route 109, West Babylon ,——
516- 58?-5002 atd
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How about an eel skinon a Danny plug'?
AL They work. Theonly problem with eel

skins is you have to store them in some
" kind of salt solution. If you get a crack or
a hole in the plug and the salt solution
penetrates, the lure is finished. That’s
. thé only drawback. That’s why  the
! plastic plugs are good because you can

Archery Eqpt. CARTER DISTRIBUTORS - -
Sendforour .- - Box468, CooperSta. §
FREECATALOG = '* "N, Y NYC 10003’ )

I ROD BUILDING MATERIALS

"~ .- Graphite & Glass

MOLDS

LURE PARTS

. Plastic & Lead"’ , i, . Jig Heads, Shrimp Tails
. Free Catalog
. MIDLAND TACKLE CO.

U 66.RE T, Sloatsburg N.Y. 10974

" store them in brine without fear of the
solution getting into the plug.




INTERVIEW WITH

- DANNY Pl(:HNEY

. hke the one- they cali the Wheatf/elds

Q What about your views on whlle
- water-for surf fishing? -

A. Surfmen always look for white water

which isn’t always' true.- When you have
“Aiat water and sunshine yau fish the'late
~ afterngon with a surface swimmer. Move
. it along, pop the fure, use a dark color,

S0 with “the synshine you have a
_contrast.. This .type of tishing isn’t as
~ goodon an overcast day asitis on a nice

day. .

Q. What about the con!rast of a dark

plug? T
‘A Contrast is a hght shade or a dark
,shade That's the important part of the

color of a plug, not the fancy eyes: or ‘

gradual tone$-or other subtle effects.

Q. Some guys swear by ‘a white piug in
, clear water and a yellow lure when it’s
murky. What doyou say about that? -
"A._In clear water- | like the white plug.
What I learned from top plug fishermen
.was one good color in the daytime was
. Silversides coloration like-say one plug |
- _Showed to you that had a mu/let—color
paint.

Q. You make some all black plugs for

" night fishing. Do you think they score
“better or is it just something a flsherman
ordered?

A. | never uséd black much myself buti

have  some good -customers. that love
black. For the last two: years in'a row

some fellows out at Moritauk have ‘done -

very well with' this color but naturally
they won’t spread the ‘news around.

Another good.fisherman who used-to live .

in New York and moved to Connectlcut
- uses the black piugs.

Q. is'that Pat Abate? :
- A."Yes, he likes the sw:mmers in black.

' “A. What about some of the ‘Jocals? |

' ,,understand New Yorkers from the Big
Apple have a reputation at the Cape as
 being very, very hard fishermen? Some-
- times-they get more fish than the: nahves
mainly because they try harder. ' -

A, Yes, they have the reputat/on as
though - fishermen and yes, sometimes
they did better than anybody else. This
" Brooklyn crew used to go up anytime the
word got around that the fish were in.
Once “they were fishing, an outsider
- ditn’t stand a chance to get into the rip

- or some of the better water. At that point
a good fisherman. finds ‘himself a spot

that’s not so crowded. so he can enjoy -

f_v,;h/mself more..

".Q. Are you still talkmg about the Cape" '

- A.There’s a lot of places up at the Cape

Here you can work a surface lire and can
see the grass part and the fish come out
after the plug. It’s beautiful. -

Q What’s the first.thing somebody says
to you about your catch?

A.-The first thing is any fish? The next is
any size? | hate to hear those words. |

caught some fish and that’s a_ll ! care.

He|ghts, N Y.

Q You would just as soon_have the
action as the size? - ,
A. Yes, that's nght

Q. You’re not like a lot of people out
there trying to make:a meat score.

A, You have to ask yourself the question;
“Am | going fishing or am- I out for
meat?!’ One fellow |- fished ‘with would
never bring say a ten pound fish back to
the dock. It -would be litile to him. We

- would sometimes see ‘acres- of school
tbass :but he wouldn’t go after them

because he wanted the' big stuff. To me |
don’t care what size the flsh are even if

' they are shorts ‘ T %

Uy

‘Q. | don’t think the meat-huntin;
dunker will go away. . -

A. When they started with t
bellies out at Montauk ‘they «
well. They were sinking the boe

. they’re not .doing it any -more

they took the local population to
You have different types of fi

_have the migrating fish and t

Danny Pichney in hls workshop in the basement of hns home ln Jackson

tish. The locals stay around all se:
When you clean out the local fish w

_return to the same areas year after
“they’re gone. You don’t see ,the

clam bellies producing what it has ir
past. They cleaned out their reg
fishing. The ‘fish that spent t
summers-at Montauk are gone. Last
was one of ‘the worst years at’Mo’ntc

Q. Do you think bass flshmg in gener'
going downhill?

A. | ¢an definitely tell you because
fish aren’t back -in the wetlands .
more. Evéry year bass used tocorne:
brack:sh waters in March to spawn. A




lis Danny Plug ha recently been refmlshed So far lt has caught over

smped bass.

», r people don 't tish:for. str/ped_:,
Marcn.. They’re riot there any

You can’t put the  blame on
g except the -fast -that: some
j are dead. Your bogs are dead.

B ever see. how a bog looks foaded:
fdier crabs? They're not there any

-no killies any more. -

2 of the fel!ows were saymg the '

Rockaway that in-one trde produced a

good 70 cows. That: callber fishing isn't

there any more. They've been plucking
these. fish out of these corners for. years

" .and now they’re gone. Last year even the”
' good -sharpshooters’ had a tough time:
““ catching fish with’ bunkers ln the. same
,f' Great South Bay in Jama/ca '

e further north last year. They '
at the Cape and beyond. There .-

;- few fish: from New Jersey to

fish . are supposed to start

g up in New Jersey in May. ‘Last 2"

hey weren't showing.

agree there’s not ‘that many :
d , o

‘not doing. See how he fishes That s the

0 only way you.learn. If you go up and ask

l’s gomg to—khappen when {
Fish are thinned down” There’s
ﬁsh coming up.

# people seem to do is ‘shown
when something is gone, <just
natural gas. They knew all along

d o do something but.no action

gen. All of a sudden th/s cold "+

. Now they re saying to cut

een done. before we' had th:s

hass ftshmg seems deshned to
t 4

questions, you're going to:-get
t

[& hem wrll Ile and

Q. Evenwthough a person watches, he
still has to be in the right spot:

A. Fish wark a certain pa.tterrr. They wait
- for'feed to come around-the end of a jetty

in a certain spot. Last spring in:the
middle of ‘the night. one . of the fellows
that uses -my. lures .went down. 1o Jones

i ' f the bridges: In the.
, the fuel. Somethmg .should ., F‘Beach area {0.one of 1 4 ‘

- the’ bndge he ‘saw six
k the surface sw:mmer

'to park their cars in the bushi

.-some people-have been arreste b

this place is kind of restr/cted The ha

cops look for them:: The cop kno ‘ther f_-"
“byname. He says, all right Andy wher;e :
are you, comeon out.- That area is alwaj

- loaded with big fish at that time of yea

Q. Why are the ﬁsh there? - S
A. They're chasing the big bu‘nkers,.‘ It
quite a sight.". '

Q. What was one of ‘the oddest thmgs
‘you’ve seen bass fishing?

-A. One time at Montauk we saw'a fellow

- and-his wife. He asked how do you keep

from getting caught in the rocks? You
know what - he ~was doing?: He 'was

_ throwing a lure out on a bottom rig and
then wamng for atishto bite, It’s funny

-but it's pathetic too at the same time. He
heard they were catching with.a Rebe/
plug so he put a Rebel out Instead ofa
-worm. :

Q.IWsa pretty good dnve to Montauk
‘Do you still drive a fot to go fishing? -
A..Some, but not as much as’| ‘used to.
‘When I used 'to go to the Cape | would:
come back by the Merritt Parkway. That
was: before . the -Connecticut Turnpike
Every mile. they had the milea
marked: You would see 99, 98,797 m e
miles to go. It used-to drive -me ¢

- When I go now it doesn’t’ bother-

drive .now to-Montauk and back andv it

‘. doesn’t bother me, | smg fo: myse

pass the time.
A: | do too.

-Providence R.I. on Route 6A before 1
‘highway was built. You would drive.back

so long. Then one tnp 1 got lost.in. F

‘River: 'l "'made a- wrong: turn: ‘after the
bridge and got down 16 the. factories.and.

- back of buildings al/ the time -

turning right or left to follow the arro

) for Route 6A. | used to tell the k/ds Wi

smell nuthln e

9
it was gettmg late so they called it qu .
We hope you enjoyed the 'story. Our-:
inierviewer came -away with ' the ‘vie

that:Mr. Danny Plchney is a man or
‘Ilstenmg to s




